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DETAILED ACTION 

Oath/Declaration 

1 . Acknowledgement is made of applicant's Oath/Declaration meets standard 
required by 35 U.S.C 25 & 115. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on 9/10/03 is 
acknowledged. The submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97 & 
1 .98. Accordingly, the examiner has considered the information disclosure statements. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-5, 11, 12, 21-25, 31, 32, 34, 38-42, 48, 49, 51 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Inoue (6,398,220). 

Claims 1,21, and 38: Inoue discloses a gaming device comprising a game 
operable upon a wager by a player (col. 4: 49-55), a cabinet, a housing connected to 
the cabinet (figures 1-4). Inoue also discloses a symbol display mechanism including a 
plate movably attached to a housing and plurality of symbol display members and each 
movably attached to the support (figure 2, is the movable plate with different symbols, 
attached to the housing (figure 1). Each symbol display includes at least one symbol 
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(figure 2, element 7), and at least one of said symbol display members is adapted to be 
indicated after a triggering event (col. 5: 24-27, wherein Inoue inherently discloses a 
trigger event. Inoue discloses the gaming device capable of adapting in a sub-game or 
in a double-up game, wherein in order for the game to go from base playing game to a 
sub-game or a bonus game, there inherently has to be a trigger event that switches the 
games over from base to bonus). Inoue also provides an award to the player based on 
the indicated symbol (col. 1 8-24). 

Claims 2, 22, and 39: Inoue discloses a portion of the housing containing 
substantially transparent material (figure 3, includes a transparent material thus making 
it capable for the players to view the game as it is activated and being played). 

Claims 3, 23 and 40: Inoue discloses a mechanism including a support 
having a multiple ends, wherein one of the ends is attached to the plate and other is 
movable end connected to the housing (figure 3, col. 3: 25-42, 56-65). 

Claims 4, 24, and 41 : Inoue discloses of an actuator such as a motor 
coupled with the second end of the support thus allowing the disc or plate to rotate (col. 
3: 66-18). 

Claims 5, 25 and 42: Inoue discloses rotating mechanism, wherein multiple 
gears are positioned adjacent to the plates and attached to the frame, wherein one of 
the gear is attached to the symbol display, and the gears are meshed with each other to 
cause rotation (figures 4-6, and descriptions thereof). 

Claims 11,31, and 48: Inoue discloses atleast two of the symbols on each of 
the symbol display members are different (figure 2). 
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Claims 12, 32, and 49: Inoue discloses plurality of symbols on the symbol 
display members are different (figure 2). 

Claims 14, 34, and 51 : Inoue discloses symbols representing an outcome of 
an award (figure 3, col. 5: 16-28). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 6, 7, 13, 26, 27, 33, 43, 44, 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Inoue. 

Claims 6, 7, 26, 27, 43 and 44: Inoue discloses a generic gear ratio, however 
Inoue does not disclose that the gear ratio be a 1 :1 or a 3.5:1 , however it would be 
obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to implement different gear ratios, to allow 
the plate to rotate at different speed compared to the motor, to create different visual 
effect in the game. 

Claims 1 3, 33, and 50: Inoue discloses a plurality of different symbols on the 
display member (figure 2), however Inoue does not teach that all of the symbols on the 
display members are different. It would have been obvious matter of design choice, for 
one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to implement all different 
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symbols on the display members, to allow players possibility to win different prizes and 
thus increasing player excitement. 

7. Claims 8-1 0, 1 5-20, 28-30, 35-37, 45-47, 52-54 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Inoue as applied to claims 1-7, 11-14, 21-27, 

31-34, 38-44, 48-51, 55, 56 above, and further in view of Wilkins et al. (6,793,577). 

Claim 8-10, 28-30, 45-47: Inoue discloses a gaming device comprising a game 
operable upon a wager by a player (col. 4: 49-55), a cabinet, a housing connected to 
the cabinet (figures 1-4). Inoue also discloses a symbol display mechanism including a 
plate movably attached to a housing and plurality of symbol display members and each 
movably attached to the support (figure 2, is the movable plate with different symbols, 
attached to the housing (figure 1). Each symbol display includes atleast one symbol 
(figure 2, element 7), and atleast one of said symbol display members is adapted to be 
indicated after a triggering event (col. 5: 24-27, wherein Inoue inherently discloses a 
trigger event. Inoue discloses the gaming device capable of adapting in a sub-game or 
in a double-up game, wherein in order for the game to go from base playing game to a 
sub-game or a bonus game, there inherently has to be a trigger event that switches the 
games over from base to bonus). Inoue also provides an award to the player based on 
the indicated symbol (col. 18-24). However Inoue fails to teach of symbol display 
members having illumination device. 

Wilkins et al. disclose symbol display members including one illumination device, 
or plurality of symbol display members include atleast one illumination device, or all of 
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the symbol display members include an illumination device (col. 7:36-56). It would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
modified Inoue to include illumination device associated with one or all of the symbol 
display to add visual effect to the game and thus increasing player excitement. 

Claim 15: Inoue discloses a symbol indicator positioned adjacent to the 
symbol display mechanism and attached to the housing (figure 3), however Inoue's 
symbol indicator is not movable symbol indicator. 

Wilkins et al. discloses a movable symbol indicator (col. 5: 52-59, wherein a 
spinner with pointer is implemented as a symbol indicator), wherein the symbol indicator 
is operable to move to indicate atleast one of the symbols on the symbol display device 
(figures 2, 3). It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to have included a movable symbol indicator to create randomness for 
the players, thus keeping player interested and occupied with the game. 

Claims 16, 17, 35, 36, 52 and 53: Wilkins et al. disclose the symbol indicator 
includes an indicator member (figures 2, 3, the pointer act as an indicator members), a 
lever arm is inherently disclosed within Wilkins et al. (the lever which is inherently 
disclosed within the mechanism not displayed, to allow the movement of the pointer, 
wherein the lever attached to the pointer is substantially the same plane). Wilkins et al. 
also discloses a actuator such as a motor to cause the indicator member to rotate or 
pivot (figure 4, element 118). 

Claims 18, 37, and 54: Inoue inherently disclose a slip disk having a fixed 
member and a moveable member, wherein the fixed member is connected to the 
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symbol indicator (figure 3, discloses symbol indicator fixed to a slip disk), and movable 
member is connected to symbol display (figure 2 is the symbol display. In figure 3, the 
slip disk movable member is attached to the element 5, rotating unit), wherein the slip 
disk is operable to transfer electrical signals to the symbol display mechanism to control 
its movement (figures 4-7, and description thereof). 

Claim 19: Wilkins et al. discloses a movable symbol indicator (col. 5: 52-59, 
wherein a spinner with pointer is implemented as a symbol indicator), wherein the 
symbol indicator is operable to move to indicate atleast one of the symbols on the 
symbol display device (figures 2, 3), and is attached to the housing. The indicator 
includes a indictor member (figure 2, element 103 is the arrow), and a pivot member 
(figure 2, element 99, which is the pivot point). Wherein the pivot member is connected 
to indicator member (the pivot point has a connector that connects the pointer to the 
motor that makes the pointer move), on one end and the other end is connected to the 
body (or the motor which makes the movement possible). 

Claim 20: Wilkins et al. teaches of a horizontal axle (pivot member) 
connecting the housing with the symbol indicator (figure 2, element 99 which is the 
center point on the symbol indicator and the indicator rotates around that point), and 
wherein the pivot member is connected to vertical spaced axle support (the pointer 103) 
and the symbol indictor spins towards and away from the symbol members (the circular 
movement of the pointer). 



Application/Control Number: 10/660,401 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3714 

8. Claims 55, 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Inoue as applied to claims above, and further in view of Perrie et al. (6,173, 955). 

Claims 55 and 56: Inoue discloses a gaming device comprising a game 
operable upon a wager by a player (col. 4: 49-55), a cabinet, a housing connected to 
the cabinet (figures 1-4). Inoue also discloses a symbol display mechanism including a 
plate movably attached to a housing and plurality of symbol display members and each 
movably attached to the support (figure 2, is the movable plate with different symbols, 
attached to the housing (figure 1). Each symbol display includes at least one symbol 
(figure 2, element 7), and at least one of said symbol display members is adapted to be 
indicated after a triggering event (col. 5: 24-27, wherein Inoue inherently discloses a 
trigger event. Inoue discloses the gaming device capable of adapting in a sub-game or 
in a double-up game, wherein in order for the game to go from base playing game to a 
sub-game or a bonus game, there inherently has to be a trigger event that switches the 
games over from base to bonus). Inoue does disclose accumulating the value of any 
the symbol on the indicated symbol display, and awarding the players the accumulated 
award. 

However Inoue does not disclose having multipliers and non-multipliers as 
symbols, and repeating the steps of the game until a player achieves a non-multiplier 
value associated with the symbol. It would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice for one with ordinary skill in the art to add multipliers in the symbols of Inoue. 
However Inoue does not disclose the ending condition disclosed, wherein the game 
does not end until the player has achieved a non-multiplier. Perrie et al. disclose a 
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wagering game wherein, if winning combination is achieved the game continues (re-roll 
the dice) and if the dice does not achieve the winning combination the game is over and 
the player is awarded a payoff. It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in 
the art to have modified Inoue's game to allow the game to continue till the player 
achieves a non-multiplier, to increase player winning potentials and thus making the 
game more exciting for the players. 



Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See attached Notice of References cited. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunit Pandya whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2823. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F: 7:30 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert OLSZEWSKI can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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